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The McAllen I.S.D. Transportation Department is pleased to provide transportation for your child and solicits your assistance in helping create a safe and efficient operation.   

The bus driver is responsible for the safe operation of the school bus and the safety and discipline of bus students.  The school bus is an extension of the classroom, and the principal will administer the discipline with the assistance from the bus driver.  No student will be transported by a school bus that is termed ineligible for transportation by the McAllen ISD policies and Texas Education Agency Guidelines (TEA).  Students must follow the Bus Conduct Codes established by the school district.  They are herein outlined for your information and for the guidance of your child.
1. Students are expected to be at the appropriate bus stops on time.  Buses will not return to pick up those who are tardy and parent will be responsible for transporting student to school.

2. Students should wait a sufficient distance (approx. 10 ft.) from the pavement and never stand in the roadway while waiting for the bus.

3. Students will get on or off the bus only at their assigned stop.

4. Students will not refuse to sit in an assigned seat or deny another person a place to sit; student will not save seats with the exception of holding a seat for a younger sibling.

5. At no time will students act toward or address comments to a bus driver in a disrespectful manner or refuse to cooperate with the driver.

6. Students will remain seated facing forward for the duration of the trip, and remain seated until the bus door opens.

7. Students will not throw articles within the bus, out the bus window, or at any other vehicles; students will not extend any part of their body out the bus window and will keep their feet on the floor in front of them and out of the bus aisle.

8. Students will not take or handle any emergency equipment inside the bus, and will never board or leave the bus through the emergency door except in an emergency.

9. Students will not yell, scream, or whistle on bus; excessive noise will not be tolerated.

10. The following items are strictly PROHIBITED on the bus:  Cigarettes or any type of narcotics, matches, alcoholic beverages, weapons, explosives (such as fireworks), unsheathed pointed articles, or animals.

11. Students will not eat, drink, or litter on bus.

12. [image: image2.wmf]Students will not write upon, disfigure or destroy any part (inside or outside) of bus.  Students who damage school district property will be charged for such damage and may be suspended from bus immediately.

13. Students will abide by the individual school rules and regulations pertaining to bus students.

14. Serious offenses are defined but not limited to those listed above.


Consequences for improper conduct on school bus
1st Offense:  Warning. A bus conduct report is written and forwarded to the school principal.  The principal will warn the student and will notify the student’s parents.

2nd Offense:  Bus Suspension for three (3) days.  A bus conduct report is written and forwarded to the school principal.  The student is denied bus privileges as indicated.  The principal will notify the student’s parents.

3rd Offense:  Bus Suspension for five (5) days or for the remainder of the semester, depending on the level of severity.  A bus conduct report is written and forwarded to the school principal.  The student is denied bus privileges as indicated.  The principal will notify the student’s parents.
Student Rider Eligibility Requirements 
(TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY) http://www.tea.state.tx.us/school.finance/transportation/hndbk05.pdf

Regular Students – those regular and special education students without a disability (impairment or handicapping condition) that requires specialized transportation services (as addressed under subsection "B" of this section) to access their academic programs [TEC, Sections 25.036, 34.007(b)(2), 34.011, and 42.155(b)(1, (d), & (k)]. 

1. An eligible student rider (including a transfer student as addressed in A.2. below) must: 

a. legally reside two or more miles from his/her assigned campus of regular attendance as measured along the shortest route that may be traveled on public roads [hereinafter, "two-or-more-mile student"]; or 

b. legally reside in a designated hazardous area within two miles of his/her assigned campus of regular attendance which, as determined by the district's board of trustees (see subsection "A 5" of "section "II" for related requirements), would subject him/her to hazardous traffic conditions if he/she walked to and/or from school [hereinafter, "hazardous-area student"];

Some buses may leave the Transportation Department by 6:30 am

· Students are asked to be at their designated stops 10 minutes prior to pick up times. 
· [image: image3.wmf]Stop times are estimated and are subject to changes due to traffic patterns and construction in the area. 
· Students need to be physically seen in plain sight to ensure proper a pick up.  
· Buses will not be sent back to pick up those who are tardy.
· Buses will not stop to pick up any students running to catch them. 
If the driver has closed the door in preparation for departure, the student has missed the bus. 
· Parents are responsible for transporting students who miss their assigned bus.
· No family members are allowed on bus.

Established Route Stops
*Route stops in subdivisions are established with due consideration for safety, efficiency and convenience.  Buses are to load and unload students within a safe distance and avoid frequent stops.  Only special-needs students are picked-up and/or delivered in front of their home.

*Route stops at apartment complexes are generally made on the street by the apartment main entrance. Stops are generally not made inside complexes because of the extra time involved, prohibitions against driving on private property and the safety issue with parked cars, sharp turns, etc.

Change of bus schedule/location:
	
Route number ________will pick up your child at _________________________________ at 

approximately ___________A.M.  /   P.M.









